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he was very amiable; what strikes one most when
one sees him at a place like Latimer, where he
wishes to be agreeable, is how very pleasant and
amiable he is. He expressed great pleasure at
meeting me, and talked to me a good deal. He
said very few characteristic things; his reason for
not having a speech this recess: "The ministers
were so busy going about apologising for their fail-
ures that he thought it a pity to distract public
attention from the proceeding," was one of them.
He told me he really did not know whether the
Collier scandalI would be brought forward in the
House of Commons; his own opinion was that
the Lords was the right place. He said that the
Liberals had never yet been able to get on without
a Whig for their head, and he did not believe they
at present could get on without one: Gladstone was
not a Whig, but a sort of Radical, and there was
no Whig forthcoming; Lord Granville had not
weight enough, etc. Erom another source I heard
that Dale of Birmingham says the Dissenters really
wish to see the Government out of office; they
think that in opposition they can make their own
terms with them and get the command of the
party; and moreover that there are some very
difficult and unpopular bills to pass, such as a
Licensing Bill, of which a Tory Government had
better have the unpopularity than a Liberal Gov-
ernment. What is curious in Dizzy is his great
knowledge about county families and their history;
1 Concerning the elevation of the Attorney-General to the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.